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1. 
Aim of venture leaders
«venture leaders» is a competition organized by «venturelab», a program of the Innovation promotion agency CTI, and supported Ernst & Young – Entrepreneur of the Year and Swissnex Boston.

«venture leaders» is dedicated to promoting new science and technology entrepreneurs in Switzerland. Each year a group of the 20 most promising high-tech entrepreneurial personalities are given the opportunity to learn about new chances and methods for starting and growing a 
successful high-tech business.

2. 
Eligibility for participation

Those eligible to participate include:

· registered students, post-graduates, scientists of Swiss Universities and Universities of Applied science, seeking to build up a successful start-up based on their research, or 
· founding/managing members of innovative technology based Swiss startups, with a high market impact potential.

3.
Application and selection process

The selection process takes place in two phases: The first selection will be based on the application forms and documents submitted by the candidates. The 40 best entrants will be invited in phase 2 to make a personal presentation of their projects to a jury. The presentation will take place in Lausanne and Zürich. 

The Application form should respect the template provided by the organisation. It should not exceed 4 pages: 1 page for your entrepreneurial personality and motivation; 2 pages for the description of the business opportunity, including the key facts and figures;1 page on the expected impact of the prize for you and the project

Appendix such as existing business plan, CVs, etc are accepted only as complementary material. The essential information has to be included in the application form, and reference to external appendix kept to a minimum.

For the 40 first selected, the presentation will be made using exclusively PowerPoint slides. The presentation has to be sent 1 week in advance. No presentation or personal computer will be accepted on site.

The description of the business opportunity and motivation paragraph, as well as the application form and potential appendixes have to be uploaded on the “My venturelab” private area in digital format (pdf, doc,ppt,… )

All documents and presentations have to be in English. Other forms of submission (fax, post, e-mail, …) will not be accepted.

4.
Deadlines and Dates: Edition 2010
Refer to the official web page on the venturelab.ch web site. 

5.
Judging

All evaluation and judging phases are confidential and conducted behind closed doors.

Only application respecting the guidelines described in section 3 will be considered for the competition.

The criteria of selection are: Quality of business opportunity; entrepreneurial personality and impact of the venture leaders program on the project / company development

Contributions that do not meet the formal requirements can be excluded from the judging.

6.
Prize

The prizes consists of a 10 days  “entrepreneurial development programme” in Boston, comprising company visits, presentations, networking with investors and start-up experts, intensive training from entrepreneurial expert coming from leading insitutions in entrepreneurship such as Babson Collegde and MIT.

It includes expenses related to transportation for the programme (from Switzerland and on site), accommodation (only lodging) and education.

All other expenses (including food, personal business visits, personal expenses, etc) are not included.

7.
Data protection and liability exclusion

All submission forms, profiles, business ideas and plans submitted to “venture leaders” will be handled confidentially. Only venturelab personal involved in the selection and jury members will access the information.

For the 20 final winners, the following information, extracted from the application form, will be made public with the final results: Name, contact (email, mobile, business phone), University, project name, short description of opportunity, industry. Additionally, winners will be requested to complete a 1 page “Public entrepreneurial profile” including a brief personal biography and a business 
opportunity description that will be made publicly available.

With the exception of the publication of basic information (project name, brief description, industries) no data will be published or passed on without permission of the competition participants.

venturelab and its partners exclude all liability for damages of any kind, in particular those caused by employees , supporting persons, or any person met by participants during the venture leaders programme as stated in Articles 100 and 101 OR. 
(ref http://www.admin.ch/ch/f/rs/220/a100.html for details)
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